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Odes to the

islands
From the Pobmesian

n; Vigators t0 the sub—

antarctic wilds and the

South Island’s pinot

paradise.

byCHRISTOPHERMOORE

he hm llurnpetins t0 sail mm the

l’dt‘itit‘ Ocean's \ ast

expanses mnh‘nntetl

an intoxicating

new world tilled with the

exotic, dangerous Lllld

seductive. Hmvever, tax the

l‘olynesiuns they met, the
islands, atolls and reefs Were

already a tftrangmmewzie,
their place in the \\'t)l‘ltli In

Pathway of the Buds (Bate-

man,$49.99), \ntlreu' ( Lmu'e

sur\'e}stl1t‘ Polynesian
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Aotearoa-New Zealand, the

extraordinary achievements
of the Polynesian naviga-

tors still represent a potent

story of human ingenuity

and resilience. (.‘rowe’s

book is not the first on the

subject, nor will it be the

last, but it is still a highly

readable and lucid account

of the early l’olynesians’

epic saga. Illustrated with

photographs and maps,
his account of the Pacific's

cultural, ecological and

navigational settlement will

appeal to both the general
reader and the specialist.

With new details emerg-

ing all the time, this is a fascinating — and

eontinuing — story.

In Trial of Strength (Exisle Publishing,

$39.99),Shona Riddell explores an equally

dlh‘mhing story in a very different place.
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l’mttnt), \Htlpl'xh'\,k tnnphtll, Mn Mimi,

\ltlttitltlllk‘ tlllkl Hit \nintw kill] snnph ht

ntnntswn lllk‘llLllHll Hllk'\lllk'll1|tlllk‘\1 lll

\\'t‘.l[ll\l lltlt’kthhf enieintttit .lllttllHlltlth
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\Milei'sul theImitln:tt-i‘titsiintl ltlllttlh
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Instrm tutti em iltllllllt‘lll \\ [til it eitult

en intellintlnic tlllt‘l littlll ill! mile at the
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(Penguin Random House,SSS,

J lltllltlmllllt‘l) lilli\l_l«_;|:

stun ut the rteit in x

and \111tttlttin inttiixtn

lt\ \l\ \hlsutn and \like

\\1ll\ins.»n.\lilwm’s

lxlh!\\lt‘tl;1txlllle ie\t l\

enhantetl h) \\'ill\1nson's

plintnertiphs throughout
this tlm oursoine journey

d(l‘tlw 21 ml the region's

\ hie} .irtls. It this hook

were A \\ ine, it would he 4

tull-htxlied pinot. earning

i1 houquet wt sun—“urmed

sehist and tln ine-t‘overetl

hills. the ptiltite might be

the mlour evm‘ative.

No strtinger to the region's

\Vine-grtming history,

?\lilsuin tleetlnts a Very

human story of stubborn

tletenninutimt to make the

region one of the \mrltl's

premier producers of pinot

noir. lt's a com l\‘lttl uemunt

mt how a group tit” intliVitluttls defeated

the naystn ers, the environment and

the nt‘eiisinnztl setback to tiehieVe their

anihitions,antlwritten \x‘ithnlmmts

allet‘tion tut the plate, the people and,

naturally. the wine. I


